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Nihilanth – The quiz festival involving the seven IITs and six IIMs, was organized for the first time in IIT Bombay on August 30th and 31st. It saw a turnout of eleven IITs and IIMs for a cut throat competition in 6 quizzes, in 3 different venues, with Quiz Masters from all over India. The first day of the high-budget quizzing fest went on till 3 am where the country's best participants, audience and quiz masters shared an unequivocal informal attitude during the events. The results of at the end of the weekend were:   

IIT Bombay – 48

IIM Ahmedabad – 34

IIM Indore – 30 

Kudos to the Nihilanth Team and the Institute Literary Arts Secretary for attracting great reviews from the participants. The event was sponsored by Golden Jubilee – IITB, SAIL, NTPC and Levi's footwear. 
Eco Friendly Ganesha GC  :  As Mumbai's favorite festival of 'Ganesh Utsav' retreats,  Lake Powai smiles at its IITian residents. The Ecological Ganesh Murthy GC was held in association with the Women's Cell of IIT Bombay, with the most efficient and beautiful 'Ganesh Murthy' made from matti(soil) using colors from different kinds of soil!  The aim of the event was to drive people to adopt more eco-friendly methods during festivals and alleviate the pollution of water bodies. The hostels in the top three positions were: H11, H4 and H5. Enjoy your Rodas Vouchers!  

Pictures can be viewed at:  
http://picasaweb.google.com/ RangConvener/EcoFriendlyGaneshaIdolMakingCompetition
 
Institute Debating League: The apprehensions about a brand new GC event, that too of the magnitude of the IDL, seemed overwhelming at the start. However, after the first two rounds, it can be safely said that the IDL has been an overwhelming success. Round 1 – English Extemporaneous Debate – 23rd August 2008. Round 2 – Hindi Debate – 24th August 2008. An encouraging trend observed was that the PG Hostels (Hostel 11, 12 and Tansa House) are a force to reckon with; all of them won their debates. 

Freshie Dhinch Day and Orientation: For the uninitiated, Freshie Dhinch day is that day of the year where the freshies turn up to college looking like total schmucks! And they sure did own the day…by being draculas, The Joker, Shaktiman, Alice, princesses and ghosts!  The heavy rains didn’t stop freshies from turning up to the LT in the afternoon, they were at their loudest, with almost 100% attendance! The event was followed by a photo session in the SOM well where they went berserk and had to be given a break before the orientation was resumed. Pictures can be seen at  

http://picasaweb.google.com/RangConvener/FreshieDhinchDay
Dance and Music Classes: With the success of last year's professional classes, this year the Institute Music Secretary and Institute Dance secretary have decided to expand the horizon of the classes to 6 instruments, 2 dance styles and cater to 400 students in all! This time, the classes have been formalized by undertaking the official procedures to initiate the instructors and make full use of the Gymkhana facilities. There have also been talks with external instrument vendors who will sell their instruments to the students of the classes at a subsidized rate in return for sponsorship of events on our campus. 

Bharat Utsav: The 4 day long event to commemorate Indian art and cultural heritage was held in association with SPICMACAY. The event showcased performers such as Ashwini Bhide- Deshpande (Hindustani Vocals), Anand Patwardhan (Film Maker) and Sunaina Hazarilal (Kathak). The warmth and interactive attitude of the artists set the mood for a series of Q&A sessions with the artists and enlightened many about the intricacies of their respective art forms. The fourth event was Eli Yamin and his Jazz Quartet. All in all, with the event encompassing 3 genres and audiences from various sections of campusites, the week passed by like a Ancient Indian Tale. 

Eli Yamin and the Jazz Trio: In association with the American Centre, Mumbai, the Institute Cultural Council organized a concert by the veteran Jazz band from USA, the Eli Yamin Quartet! The band expresses the stories of Indian Culture and American History in the form of Jazz music and performs all over the world. The Convocation hall was filled with Eli Yamin's enthusiasm and creativity.
The performance was graced by a surprise Indian female vocalist who joined the band in the second half – Ritika Sahni!  She belted out her jazzed up versions of Indian songs and some Bengali numbers. The troupe spent the evening and dinner with the music community of IIT Bombay. The pics of the event can be found on DC++. Username: rodick. 

Institute Cultural Website: The Institute Cultural website has been officially launched by the Cultural Web Nominee at http://gymkhana. iitb.ac.in/~cultural/. Here, you can find the latest updates, information on events, links to hostel councils. The Stage 2 implementation of the website is still underway and would be done by the end of the month. Please feel free to send us your feedback at cultweb08@gmail. com . 

If we have missed out on any information, please mail us at gseccult@iitb. ac.in so that we can follow up. 

 

- The Institute Cultural Council

